REPUBLIC OF KENYA

REMARKS BY HIS EXCELLENCY HON. WILLIAM SAMOEI
RUTO, PhD, C.G.H., PRESIDENT OF THE REPUBLIC OF
KENYA AND COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF OF THE DEFENCE

FORCES, DURING THE CELEBRATION OF MASENO
SCHOOL'S 120TH ANNIVERSARY

MAY 9, 2026

KISUMU COUNTY



REMARKS BY HIS EXCELLENCY HON. WILLIAM SAMOEI RUTO, PhD, C.G.H., PRESIDENT OF THE REPUBLIC OF KENYA AND COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF OF THE
DEFENCE FORCES, DURING THE CELEBRATION OF MASENO SCHOOL'S 120TH ANNIVERSARY

The Distinguished Maseno School Community,
Ladies and Gentlemen,

There are schools that educate students, and there are
institutions that shape the destiny of nations. Maseno School
belongs to the latter category.

Some 120 years ago, when this institution was founded, the
Republic of Kenya as we know it today did not exist. There was
no independent State, no national flag, no Constitution, and no
Presidency.

Yet here, at the foothills of the Mabungo Hills, along the border
of present-day Kisumu and Vihiga counties, the foundations of
what would become a towering institution of academic
excellence were already being laid.

For 12 decades, Maseno School has stood not merely as a centre
of learning, but as a living monument to the enduring power of
education, discipline, leadership, service, and nationhood.

Generations have passed through its gates carrying the hopes of
families, communities, and a young nation searching for its place
in history.

Empires have risen and faded. Governments have changed.
Political seasons have come and gone. Yet Maseno has endured,
producing leaders, scholars, clergy, scientists, public servants,
and patriots who helped shape Kenya and East Africa into what
they are today.

This anniversary, therefore, is not merely a celebration of
longevity. It is a celebration of continuity, institutional
excellence, and national memory.



